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 Hi John,
 
I got a call from a Darlene Christenson (808-254-9363, 808-258-8431cell) who has questions
about the recent finding of chlordane in soil at the site of the new housing at the Kaneohe
Marine base. She lives across the area where the construction is going on and wanted more
facts about what was there and any possible risks. She said she has noticed her children
coughing more recently and she herself has some type of pneumonia that her doctor asked if
she was around "toxic" substances.
 
I've asked her to contact the Kaneohe base environmental staff and also DOH HEER for any
information they may be able to provide her.
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Could you give her a call with what we know about the situation. I was told you had to respond
to a congressional letter on this issue.....
 
I told her we may not be able to get back to her till Friday at the earliest, since you are on travel,
probably Tuesday at the latest.
 
Thanks! 
Dean
 
 
----- Forwarded by Dean Higuchi/R9/USEPA/US on 05/25/2006 11:38 AM -----

 

Dean Higuchi/R9/USEPA/US 

05/09/2006 07:12 AM

 
ToDavid Albright/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Julie Anderson/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Zac Appleton/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Michael

Ardito/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Steve Armann/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Joann Asami/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Dana Barton/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, jborja@csum.edu, Laura Bose/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Eugene Bromley/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Fred

Burnside/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, Steve Calanog/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Robert Caplan/R4/USEPA/US@EPA, Jose Caratini/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Eugenia Chow/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Joann Cola/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Allen Demorest/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Kerry Drake/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Doug Eberhardt/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Gwen Eng/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Cheryl

Filart/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Shannon Fitzgerald/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Lauren Fondahl/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Roy Ford/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Geri Gilbert/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Janis

Gomes/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Running Grass/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Ken Greenberg/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Gary Guerra/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Kristin Gullatt/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Lisa Hanf/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Janet Hashimoto/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Gerald Hiatt/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Dean Higuchi/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Timonie Hood/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Jeremy Johnstone/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Joel Jones/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Kahi Kahakui/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

kaimakana1@hawaii.rr.com, John Kemmerer/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Nate Lau/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Andrew Lauterback/
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R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Kathryn Lawrence/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Corine Li/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Juanita Licata/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Andy Lincoff/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Bruce Macler/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Enrique Manzanilla/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Pat Maravilla/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Nancy Marvel/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, John McCarroll/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Kathi Moore/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Wayne Nastri/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Sunny Nelson/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, John Ong/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Allan Ota/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Jovita

Pajarillo/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan Polanco/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Mark Pollins/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Barry Pollock/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Everett Pringle/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Adrienne Priselac/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Linda Reeves/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Bill Robberson/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Michelle Rogow/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Sara Roser/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Brian Ross/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, David Schmidt/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Sally Seymour/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Audrey Shileikis/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Kathleen Shimmin/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Rebecca Smith/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

DavidW Smith/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Alexis Strauss/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Robyn Stuber/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, David

Tomsovic/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Nick Torres/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Karen Ueno/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Rich Vaille/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Jan Valente/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Tim Vendlinski/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Wendy Wiltse/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Nancy Woo/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Larry

Woods/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Janet Yocum/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Laura Yoshii/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Marvin Young/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Mark Merchant/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Lisa Fasano/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Wendy Chavez/R9/USEPA/

US@EPA, Paula Bruin/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Brent Maier/

R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Sunny Nelson/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

Laura Gentile/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Francisco Arcaute/R9/

USEPA/US@EPA, Margot PerezSullivan/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,

hudson.slay@doh.hawaii.gov, kirkf@bu.edu

ccMark Pollins/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

SubjectHawaii/Oahu: Pollution worries dog Marine home project
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Tuesday, May 9, 2006
 
Pollution worries dog Marine home project
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060509/
NEWS11/605090360/1021/NEWS
 
KAILUA — A nearly completed housing project on Marine Corps Base Hawai'i will add 212 units
on the Windward installation, opening more homes to Marine families on a waiting list.
 
The $50 million project for junior enlisted personnel at Pahonua, near the back gate of the base,
is a year behind schedule. It also has raised concerns about chlordane contamination in the soil
and prompted Walter Chun, the project's safety and environmental consultant, to ask the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency for an investigation.
 
The EPA standard that triggers a need for further investigation for chlordane contamination is
1.6 parts per million. Navy Environmental Health Center experts determined that as much as
32 ppm in the soil is safe for families living in the units, said Don Rochon, spokesman for Naval
Facilities Engineering Command Pacific.
 
The state Department of Health was contacted about the chlordane levels in the soil, but it
was never part of the Navy's risk assessment nor did it evaluate the assessment, said Keith
Kawaoka, program manager for the Hazard Evaluation & Emergency Response Office.
 
The EPA guideline is only a guide and each site must be evaluated to determine potential
hazards and whether anything needs to be done, Kawaoka said. Without seeing the Navy's risk
assessment, the department can't be sure if their conclusion is correct, he said.
 
"We wanted to talk to them some more but it never happened," Kawaoka said.
 
When the project was awarded in 2002, the contractor was required to test the soil for chlordane
and found nothing, Rochon said. But new tests last year found levels ran from zero to 104 ppm,
he said, adding that anything above 32 ppm is being removed or paved over.
 
He said those measures added $602,914 to the project's cost.
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The EPA guidelines are a trigger for further investigation and the Navy did that, Rochon
said. There was only one area where contamination levels were high and that area will be a
basketball court when the project is completed, he said.
 
"The Navy is taking steps to make sure this housing project is safe for families," Rochon said.
 
But Chun, the consultant for the project, argues all contaminated soil above 1.6 ppm should be
removed. The Navy is taking the worst soil out, replacing it and covering it with asphalt, Chun
conceded. But it is spreading the lower contaminated soil around the project and will plant in it,
he said.
 
"It defies all common sense and logic," Chun said. "It's above EPA guidelines. Why are we
leaving it there?"
 
The project is expected to be completed in September, bringing the number of Marine housing
units to 2,157.
 
About 6,000 people live in the housing at Manana, Camp Smith and Marine Corps Base Hawai'i
in Kane'ohe, said Lt. Binford Strickland, Kane'ohe Marine spokesman. 
 
 


